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with excitement—his form will become momentarily erect
as he imagines himself moving off“in the merry dance, and
his lips will water, as he enumerates the varied luxuries
under which groaned long tables in the days of these
periodic feastings.

Amongst the different partners of this company on its
first formation, the names of Frobisher, McTavish, Pond,
Gregory,and Pangman are mentioned as most conspicuous.
In their future operations, the names of Sir Alex. McKenzie
and MecGilvray soon became prominent as the most active
partners. They were early opposed at some of their northern
posts by the Forsyths and Ogilvys, but were not much trou-
bled by the rivalry of these men till, through some unfor-
tunate misunderstanding with members of the company,
Sir Alex. McKenzie was forced to draw out his means and
leave the firm. He thereupon joined with the Forsyths,
and under the denomination of the X. Y. Company,
through his great tact and experience in the trade, he
caused the Northwest for several years to suffer severe
losses. After his death, the two rival companies came to
an amicable understanding, and joined as partners.

It is about this time that the Northwest first began to be
materially harassed by the Hudson’s Bay Company, who
not only met them in their most lucrative northern posts,
from the direction of Hudson’s Bay, but followed them up,
through their usual route from Canada. This company,
formed principally of influential lords and gentlemen in
England, supported by the favor of government and pos-
sessing a charter, eventually proved too powerful for the
old Northwest. They, however, did not crush this old
firm till after a protracted and severe struggle. The
Northwest Company, by the honorable and humane course
which they are noted as having pursued towards the In-
dians, and also towards their numerous Canadian and half-
breed servitors and dependants, were, in return, loved by



